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Overview

• This is the only Caribbean island that is divided 
into two countries.

• St. Maarten's Dutch side is known for its festive 
nightlife, beaches, jewelry, exotic drinks made 
with native rum-based guavaberry liquors, and 
plentiful casinos. 

• The island's French side, St. Martin,  is known for 
its nude beaches, clothes, shopping (including 
outdoor markets), and rich French and Indian 
Caribbean cuisine.

• English is the most commonly spoken language

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nude_beach


Philipsburg, St. Maarten
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The Port
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The Giant Protector



The Cruise Ship Port as seen from the 
Boardwalk.  The Port is in Philipsburg.
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Philipsburg St. Maarten
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Philipsburg
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Maho Bay, St. Maarten
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The Border
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Marigot—the major city of the French side 
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Fort St. Louis, Marigot
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Grand Case—the Caribbean’s culinary center 
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Helpful Travel Info

• Capitals
• Languages
• Currency

• Size
• Best Buys

• Philipsburg, Marigot
• French, Dutch, English
• Dutch guilder; euro; US 

dollars widely accepted
• 13 square miles
• Jewelry, electronics, 

beauty products, local 
crafts & arts, exotic foods, 
jewelry, liquor, tobacco, 
leather goods,



More Travel Info

• Drive On

• Tipping Practices (most 
include service charge)

• Phone County Codes

• St. Maarten to US
• From US to
• From St. Maarten to other 

country

• right; US driving license ok

• Restaurants: 5% or 15%
• Taxis: $1
• Hotel Staff: $1-2
•

• Dutch side 599; French side 
590

• 00+1+number
• 011+ country code + number
• 011+ country code + number



Let Us Plan your next Cruise!
Call Hank (713-397-0188) or

Anne (832-244-0215) 


